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f EATH has once more entered the fantuary of God, 


' J and direGed his arrow againft a venerable father in H- 


racl. ‘Terrible as he may appear to a certain deicriptian of . 


people, multitudes have fmiled, yea triumphed at his enproach. 

tanding on the brink of the opening tomb, they have em- 
ployed their lateft breath, feeble as it was, in that fong of +x- 
ultation, “ O Death, where is thy fling ? O Grave, where is 
thy vigtory ?” 

There are excellencies inthe Son of Gad fufficient to ani. 
Bate the foul in the (lem momeits of mature’s diffolution ; 
and the Gofpel yiéids confiderations well adapted. to foothe 
our rifing fears, and calm our tumultuous fpirits, The glo- 
tious Sun ef Righteoufnefs tluminates the darkett paths of 
the dreary wildernefs, and kheds the blaze of noon around the 
fteps of pious travellers, Next to the charms of the Isvely 
Jrfus, and the nowertul influence of the Gofpel, to varquith 
Geath and diffipate the alarming apprehenfions of mind in the 
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362 Memcir of the 


near approach of etétrity, is the example of good mem. Wheg 
we behold our intimate friends, who laboured under the fame 
infirmities with ourfelves, and who, during life, had ro ftrug- 

le with doubts and fears no lefs diftrefiing than our oWnj—— 
when we behold them bidding a cheerful and affectionate fare- 
well to their dear furviving relations, 2nd marching boldly 
along the gloomy path,—when we hear them finging, as they 
advance, ** Though I walk through the valley of the fhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and 
thy ftaff they comfort me ;’’"—even the moit timorous Chrif- 
tian feels himfelf infpired with frefh ccurage, and is embold- 
ened to proceed,“ ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus.” 

A charaéter whofe chief excellency was derived from the 
pure gofpel of Chrift, and whofe triumphs were infpired and 
fupported by the Scripture doétrine and influence of the crofs, 
is the fubje& of the prefent fhortmemoir. May the amiable 
conduét of his life be affiduoufly imitated, and the comforts of 
his death enjoyed by every reader of thefe pages ! 

The Rev. Samuel Buncombe was born at Taunton, in the 
ceunty of Somerfet, inthe year 1734. His parents were emi- 
nent for piety, and he uniformly fpoke of them with the 
greateft reverence and affection. He received his claffical edu- 
cation at the free fchool in Taunton. When he arrived at the 
age of feventecn, he was placed under the care of the Rev. 
John Lavington of Ottery, who, for many years, honourably 
filled the office of tutor in the evangelical academy in that 
town. 

His unremitting application, genuine piety and remarkable 
prudence, during his preparation for the miniftry, attracted 
the notice and raifed the expeétations of his ferious relatives 
and friends. Having completed his academical ftudies, he re- 
ceived an invitation to exercife his talents in the congregation 
of Proteftant Diffenters at Crediton, in the above county.— 
Here he was folemnly fet apart to the paftoral office, Novem- 
ber 26, 1760, and continued a faithful minifter for feveral 
ears. 

On the death of Mr. Lavington, which happened Decem- 
ber 20, 1764, Mr. Buncombe was invited to fucceed him in 
the capacity of a paftor to the church, the academy having been 
removed to Bridport, in Dorfet, and committed to the care of 
the Rev. James Rooker. This invitation he aecepted, and 
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eame to refide at Crttery in the following year. In 1766 he 
married Mrs. Sarah Peream, a widow lady, to whom be inva- 
riably proved.an affeGionate hufband, and to whic childrgn 
he coatinued to be.a-real friend and tender father. ~ 

Thofe who had any acquaintance with Mr. Buncombe, nee 
not be informed, that his knowledge of theological tubjccis 
was very extenfive. ‘Though we do not rank hint wiih thofe 
who, in the prefent day, are ttyled the mott papudar preachers, 
yet his talent was fuch as deferved y to entice him to the cha- 
sacter of an“ able:Minifler of the New-Teftament.” He 
well knew how * to.divide the word of truth, and give toj\e- 
every one his portion in due feafo” - 

Towards the clor: of life his attention was chicfly directed 
to the difcuffion of the evidences of divine reyclation.—the 
harmony of the attributes of Ged, in the government of the 
werid and in the covenant of grace,-—-aad the civinity and a- 
tonement of Jefus Chrift. On the latter he frequently dwelt 
with great energy, judging it peculiarly neceflary to enlarge 
upon and defend a deétrine, which has been much exploced by 
men of fafhionable religion. 

Mr. Buncombe poflefled a confiderable fhare of a ftrong 

nd found judgmeet, deep penetration, quick difcernment, and 
was remarkable for clof2 and acute reafoning. ‘This affocia- 
tiog of natural and acquired abilities amply qualified him for 
an accomplifhed polemic. He felt, hawever, no inclinaticn 
to erter the field of controverfy, preferring the calm retreat 
to boifterous {cenes, and the /mooth paths of quietnefs and 
peace, to the rugged read of angry debate. Like the deep and 
placid river, he glided gently through life, communicating 
more. bleflings to fociety than the difputant, whe, like the 
{mall rivulet, raifes a mighty clamour to little purpofe. 

His unaffecird modesty invariably added a mild and pleafing 
luftre to all his other accomplifhments. He uttered the ge- 
nuine fentiments of his heart, at the ordination of a young 
minifter, whom he addrefled as follows : “ We fhould be glad 
to fee you; Sir, fhine like a ftar of the firft magnitude, although 
we fheuld attra& lefs attention, by reafon of your fuperior 


Splendour.” 


In the difcharge of his ministerial duties, he was a faithful 
and affeCtionate paftor. We looked well to the state of his flock, 
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and watched for fouls as one that must grve an account. He 
Was, as all mic iffers S Ought to be, blemele/s as the stiward of 
Ged. not Sf willed, not given to wine, no Striker, MOL Given to 
filthy lucre. but @ lover of b-fpitality, a lever of good men, jeber, 
just, holy temperate, holding fast the faithfu: word as re hed 
been taught, that be might be able, by founa doétrine, both to ex- 
hort, and ‘convince gainfryers. 

F or‘many years he was in the habit of training up youth in 
the knowledge of the languages, and quel fying them : for the 
academy at Bridport, and when it was after watds removed to 
Taunton, In this capaerty, he rendered himfelt peculiarly 
eminen: ard ufeful, In the government of a ichoo!, ‘ew ex- 
eciled him; for he poffeffed the happy talent of making bim- 
feli f agreeable to his pupils as to fecure both their reverence 
and affection. Many able minifters, who now honourabiy fil 
their refpe€tive ftations in the church of Chr-ft, received the 
rudiments of theireducation under him, and, we believe, will all 
unite in venerating his memory, and will readil: acknowledge 
that the time which they fpent in his family was the ha, pici 
part of their youthful days. 

The c:nfcientious and holy obfervation of the Lo:d’s day, 
was another ftriking and amiable trait in Mr. Buncombe’s 
character. A friend, on whole veracity we can depend, and 
who, in the early part of life, r-fided three years under his rocf, 
aflures us, that he never remembers to have ares the Sab- 
bath keot in any houfe with greater—with equal fanctity. 

Ail the young gentlemen under his care, were expeéted to 
remember the text and the leading ideas of the difcourfe ; and 
being furnifheu with Bibles, were dire&tcd to fold down thofe 
{criptures which were adduced in fupport of the dedirine, or 
iluftrated in the courfe of the fermon. In che interval of the 
morning and afternoon fervice, they were employed in the 
perufz] of Mr. Henry’s Exoefirion. Ov their return from 
the houfe ef God, they were required to reid, or repeat trom 
memory, the ‘abftance of what they had heard, together with 
the fcriptures they had folded down. He wiuhl then take oe 
cafion, in a very familiar and aff Gionate manner, to app ly to 
their con{ciences the truths they had heard, and conclude the 
exercife with prayer. After family worfhip, reading the book 
ef Martyrs, or the lives of em-nent perfons, ‘and the repetision 
ef a hymn by each of the feholars, terminated the dutics of the 
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day equalty pleafing and profitable, Copious remarks on the 
uility of this pious and reguiar approprizcon of te refpec- 
tive parts of the Saboach tw the conve syance of iptritual in- 


ftiuction, would here be fupe:flu us. Burt forthe encourage- 
ment of thafe «ho feel ic clin<a to rollow en cxample fo laud- 
avlc, we are happy to ot fe: v » that the eff rts o' Mr. Bun- 
.fucceis, aid that many who 
were his pupils, with plecfure acknowledve, that to his valu- 
able advice and paternel admonitions, ‘hey are indebted for 
ufeful aud falutary imprediens, which the ublequent feces of 
aftive lifehave never becn abie to eft ce 
[in a relative capacity his virtues we: © equally confpicuous. 
He was an indu'gent nufbang, a tender yo che a kind matter, 
a charitable neig ghb. tury afaiv fuland zealous fre: d. He was 
remarka le for his ckee fui and aff.bie demeancur to all within 
the circie of hisacquaintance, “Thee qualites, added to his 
genuine and uaatt cted piety, rendered him a moit pleafing 
com, anion ; and very few ever left his compary without de- 
riving fome degree ef improvement and pleafure from his con- 
verfation. On all occafions he di moverad an uniform aver- 
fion to a (piritcf detra@tion and calamnoy. Ina “ord, integri« 
yy humility and love, fe greatly pervaded the whole of bis 
puocle and private de; a:tment, as to render his death the fub- 
ject ot more general lamenration than bas been witneffed, on 
aay ocealt ny ia the place of bis refide nce for many years. 
But diftinguihed pr ne was for numerous excellencies, we 
are ¥ d to mourn that the treafure was contained inen earthen 
veflel, liable to be brokentaaninftant. About nineteen sears 
2g0, ne was attac k ‘a by a tever fo Violent and d- NARCroUs, as 
exceedin: tl, to alarm his friends for his fafety. 7 hough the 
Lord reftored him, ia anfwer to the many and fervent pravers 
of the righteous, yet {> debilirated was his contticution by the 
difarder, that he was ever after unable to endure exeefiive fa- 
tizuceein indication to him and his fe mily. a the earthly 
houfe . f his tabernacle would fhort!y be diffs!ved, 
The clofe of his méanifterial labours at length approzches, 
His a; jpeintee labours are completed. He is ripened for glo. 
ry, ant the Lord ef the vinevard dcicenes to cather his pica. 
fint fruit, We cannot’but obferve, that the interval of time 


from his laf fermon to the day of h:e death, exaly corref- 
ponds with thatef Mr. Armitage, whole Azemoir was given in 
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our preceding Number. On the 16th of Mareh, he preached 
on Luke i. 72. “ To perferm ,the. mercy promifed to our fa- 
_thers, and to remember his holy.cevenant.”” A text more ap~ 
polite gould not well have been felected, had he been apprifed 
that this was the laft,difcourfe he, was ever to deliver. The 
do&trines which he advanced from thele words were, firft, God 
will remenaber his covenant to his people in all his perfe¢ctions, 
_and all his relations, as a father-—-a friend-—a fhepherd—a 
hufband. .Seeondly, In his. covenant, God will make over 
his Son-to his peopte, asa prophet—a prieft—and a king. 

The attack which brought the building to the duff, and: let 
loofe. the immortal refident, was of a bilious nature, attended 
-with fymptoms of the gravel. Oa Friday the 21ft of March, 
he was confined to his chamber. On the 23d, a near relative 
faw him, between five and fix in the evening, and told him, 
that fhe thought he looked better than fhe had feen him for a 
_coafiderable time. He replied, “ Lam better.”” Mrs. -B. fat 
with him about half an hour, and took her leave of him, enli- 
vened in her fpirits by the flattering profpect of his recovery. 
But, alas! thefe encouraging fymptoms were of fhert duration; 
for juft as the clock ftruck eight, fhe. received a meflage, in- 
forming her that Mr. Buncombe was very ill. Mr. Keftil, 
the apothecary, having. been called, they both entered the room 
together. Mrs. B. approached the bed, and he, ftretching out 
his hand to take her’s, faid, “Ob Mrs. B. you are come to fee 
a dying man!” She replied, “ { hope not; how long have you 
been. worfe ?” Mr. Keftil faid, “* I lefe Mr. Buncombe after 
feven o’clock, and thought him weil enough to begin a courfe 
of bark to-morrow. ‘What is the matter, my dear. Sir ??— 
* My bowels, my bowels,” faid Mr. Buncombe, groaning in 
the greateft agony. Every thing was applied that could be 
thought of by Mr. Keftil, te render affiftance, but all his ef- 
forts were ineffeGtual. The phyfician was called in on Mon- 
day, to whom he faid, ** I will take whatever you prefcribe, 
thouch I have ne expeétations of relief from it.” 

While the attendants were admiaiftering the prefcription, 
he felt more than ufual pain, and exclaimed, “ Do leta dying 
man die in peace!”? In the afternoon his friend {aid to him, 
« You feem to be going to take pofleffion of the heavenly in- 
heritance before Mrs. L.”? who was then fuppofed to be on 
the borders of eternity. He replied, “I hope fo ;” and added, 








2 
ew 


ie 


d 


a 








Rev. Samuel Buncombe. 367 


“T will go in the ftrength of the Lord God; I will make 
mention of his righteoufnefs, even of his enly.” Mrs. B. faid, 
‘© | hope you now find his rod and his ftaff fupporting you.” 
He replied with energy, “‘ I do.”” His friend then faid, 
“ Thanks bz to God, who giveth us the vi€tery.”” He did 
not heardiftingtly what had been faid, Mrs. B. being fcarcely 
able to {peak for tears. He therefore afked,“* What did you 
fay?” She then repeated it, and added, “ through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift.”——“" Yes,” returned he, with 2 holy cheerful- 
nefs, 6* yes, that is the fource of joy, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift.” During the remaining part-of that-night, Mrs, E. 
his daughter-in-law, and the Rev. Jehn Varder continucd 
withhim, Mrs. E. afked him, if he ftill fele the light of God’s 
countenance refref{Hing tovhim. He replicd, “* Oh! wender- 
fully—wonderfully !—a fund of confolation!” At another 
time, exprefing his thankfulnefs that Satan was not fuffered 
to moleft him, “ he' cheerfully faid, ** I hope 1 am able tore- 
ly on the great falvation of the Gofpel.” A perfon prefent 
faid, “ O Death, where is thy fting 7?” He: replied, “ As te 
the fting of death, I blefs God I feel but little of it—Blefled 
be God fer truft and peace'!’”? Some fhort time after, he'en- 
deayoured toexprefs his faith and joy in Chrift, as a great 
Mediator, and all-fuficient Saviour, but: his ftrength was fo 
exhaufted and his breath fo fhort, that little more could’ be un- 
derftood' than broken fentences and detactied words. In this 
State of extrentte debility, he repeated thofe impreffive linc of 
Dr. Watts, . 
“¢ A guilty. weak'and belple/s avorm, 
On thy hind arms I fall.” 
Here his voice failed him, and Mrs. E. added, 

¢ Be thou my frength and rightvoufuefs.” 
When he feemed to fumimon all his. powers, and emphatically 
added, 


S* My F:fus.and my all,” 

To the Rev. Mr. Varder he faid, ** When I-confider:al- 
mighty power, everlafting love, a complete righteoufnefs, 
boundlefs merit,.and 2 well ordered covenant,—a finifhed fal 
vation———” Here he ftepped. * You, Sir,” faid Mr. V arder, 
“ are interefted in this falvation.”” He replied, “ I dare not 
fpeak with confidence; but, bleffed be God, I have fuch a 
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fteady hepe as the enemy of fouls has not ben able to move.” 
Thefz aypear to have been the laft words he uttered, at leaft, 
fo as to be underfteod, for he never fpoke after five o’clock 
on Tuefday morning, but lay quite compofed, and without 
any apparent pain of body, uatil the clock ftruck four in the 
afternoon, when, without a groan or a ttrugzle, he calmly 
breathed out his Jaft, Murch 25'h, 1794.* 


6 Tee chamber where the scod man meets his fate, 
Is privileg’d bevond the common wack 
Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heavens” 
Younc. 
The mortal part of this good man was committed to the 
duft, on the Saturday evening following, in the buryin,-yard 
belonging to hisown church. Six minifters fupported the 
pall, and the Rev. James Small, of Axmintfter, delivered the 
funeral oration at the grave. The Vicar of the parifh, the 
Rev. Fulwood Smerdon, Mr. Keftil, the apothecary, and Mr. 
Small, walked before the corpfe; and as a ftrong expreflion 
of the affection and reverence they entertained for the charac- 
ter of the deceafed, proceeded from the koufe to the grave un- 
covered. The crowd attending was very great, and yet a fo- 
Jemn filence reigned. Scarce an eye that beheld the mourns 
ful preceffion, but paid the friendly tribute of a tear. 

Oa the enfuing Lord’s day, a fermon was preached on the 
folemn providence, by the Rev. Ifaac Tozer, of Charmouth, 
Devon, on 2 Kings, ti. 11,12. “ And it came to pafs as they 
ftill went on, and talked, that behold there appeared a chariot 
ef fire, and horfes of fire, and parted them afund-er, and £1 ijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And lo! El:fha faw it, 
and he cried, my Father, my Father, the chariot of Ifrael and 
the horfemen thereof.” Moft, if not all the principal families 
in the place, belonging to the eftablifhcd church, attended on 


* How great is the uncertainty of life! Mr. Lacy (brother. in-law 
to Mrs. Buncombe) on the 29th of April went into a garden ata 
Small diffance from his houfe, arout balf after fix clock in the even- 
ing, ix perfec? health, but in lefs thar half ax hour, be war found 
dead. With the fri&ef propriety it ts faid, “ What is your life P 
It is ewen a vapour, that appears for a little while. and then vanife- 
eth away. Liberefore be ye alfo ready, for in fuch an hour as yo8 
think uct, the Sen of Man cometh.” 
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on this eccafion, as a token of the great refpect they enter- 
tained for his memory. “ Let me die the death‘of the righ- 
teous, and let my laft end be like his !”’ 

At the death of this excellent man, let us not mourn as for 
‘ene without hope. Let not the tear of forrow flow for ‘him, 
but rather let it be referved for ourfelves, the church arid the 
world, who by his removal have loft a valuable member of fo- 
ciety. Weep not, finee his ‘entrauce into the celeftial abodes 
becomes the fubject of angelic congratulations, for it afords 
a freth trophy to the triumphs of Immanuei’s grace. Weep 
not, fince the manner of his death opens a fource of encourage- 
ment to fearful faints; for it depofts an additional teftimony 
to the reality and divine excellence of the religion-of Jefus, 
and teaches us how to die. 


“© Our dying friends are pioneers, to /mooth 
Our ragged path to death ; te break thofe bars 
Of terror and abhorrence, Nature throws 
Crofs our obstructed way, and make 
Welcome, as [afe, cur part from ev'ry storm. 
7 Smitten friends, 
Are angels, fent on errands full of lowe! — 
“For us they langnifo, and ferus they die.” Youne. 


His body was committed to the grave, not as to 2. priftn, 
but as to a peaceful repefiory of the fleeping duft, in fure and 
certain hope ef the refurrection to eternal Jife. Withan ur- 
fhiken confidence we look for that period, “ when the trumpet 
fhall found, and the dead fhall be raifed incorruptible, fathion- 
ed like unto the glorious body of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. This corruptible fhall put on incorruption, and this 
mortal fhall put on immortality—then fhall be brought to pafs 
the faying that is written—-Death is fwallewed up in viGtery.”” 

Great Father of mercies, permit us to indulge thefe (m- 
pathetic emotions which thon haft rendered, inthe order of 
nature, fo eflential to focial exiftence. We dare not murmur 
at thy difpenfations, bat we are encouraged to pray, Heal the 
hreach which thou haft made. Send the Comforter to the 
bereaved family, and let not the widowed chiirch be (cattered 
“as {acep that have no fhepherd.” May the geod Shepherd 
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of the flack dire& them to “ a paftor according to his own 
heart, who fhall feed them with knowledge and underftand- 
ing,”’ that they may increafe exceedingly, and be for a praife 
in the earth ! 
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( From the Chriftian Cabinet.) 


ASHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE ANDDEATH 


oF R.— A.— LATE OF TALBOT, MARYLAND, 


S death is the inevitable lot of mortals, however diftart 

the thoughtle{s may find the period, it is the wifdom of 
al! that muft encounter the important f{cene, to prepare fer the 
folemnities of that hour. . ‘The means of improvement are in- 
numerable, and ameng thofe, the /ife and death of {uch as have 
gone before us, are not to be accounted the fmallett. 

The relation which I am now to give of a perfon with 
whoa I was intimately acquainted, may ferve to awaken our 
fears, Ic{t a promife being left us of entering into reft, any of 
you come fhort of it. 

This youth, like all others,in an unwakened ftate, lived 
in fecurity fomewhere about twenty years. It pleafed the 
Father of Mercies to convince him that the life he lived 
would lead him to deftru€tion, and that it was high time to 
feck the Lord while he might be found and to call upon him 
while he wasnear. With this conviction he fet out to fave 
his foul. He thoughtit his duty to join the church of God, 
and to beg divine aififtance to fulfil the covenant engage- 
ments that were made in his behalf at the time of his bap- 
tifmm. 

It was not long before he thought he had found the pearl of 
great price, and appeared to rejoice in a prefent falvation, his 
words were, “ I know by experience, that God has power 
on earth to forgive fia.”” He walkedin all the means of grace 
for feveral years. At lengthhe thought ut his duty to change 
his condition of life. Unhappy for him, ke chofe a gay hand- 
fon: young lady, but a franzger to reiigious ferieufacis, ard 














Religious Intelligence. 392 


* souzh fhe was not of his way of thinking, his family and 

sonal appearance, pleafed her fo well, that fhe fubmitted 
to his reque ft, thinking that after they were married, fhe 
could cure him of his religious fronzy———eand two weil 
the fucseeese in the attempt. 

At Sah the began to reafon with him in her way ; fhe ob- 
ferved, that 1f they meant to de thought any thing of by thetr 
a and nelgnbdours, they fhould not treat them with fo 
much neolc@, when ce y invited them to go to this, that, and 
bie othe of ie 2 of diveriion— (hat he knew bow much per- 
fons OF Dis Way of inking were uezlected by people of ref- 
pecta ity 5 th lat he & epi fo much reading and praying pong 


oi in his houfe, thac the neighbours laughed at it, in fine, faid 


} 


sine, [ marricd ‘you to be happy with you,>ut Ll utterly defpair 
of happine’s, unicis you wii leave it off, and be I:ke echer 
pe eople. 

Hz: told her that happinefs was what he wanted, what he 
fouznt, and what he had found; but he never fou a it in thefe 
things which fhe citeemed to be GD] -éts of happiness, but that 
he foundic in his God and religion 5 he told ber that he boped 
that. he thould ever make it bis highett ambition to make 
her habe, but thathe was certain, that happineis that arole 
fram the cuftoms and manners of this world, was act 
fubftantial ; thae although fer the prefent it might afford 
imaginary fweernefs, in the end it would be bitter as death. 

When fhe found that mildnefs would not do, fhe teck rhe 
bather way. She refufed to conform to family devoiicn.-— 
Ele grieved, he wept, and in fecret he often prayed fer her, 
but te no purpofe. She ufed every itratagem that her fright 
ful imagination could iavent; the perfiited on ti'] fhe finally 
wearicd him out, he thought it was in vaia ro try any lony- 
er to bear up under the oppolition he met ith, ‘He th: caght 
he would attend to his private duties, aid try to fut te heav- 
en alone, if the would not go with hin : ; but fle purfuc -d him 
to his clofet, and finally drove him rrom every reticat, until 
he gave up e every religious ¢cuty,. 

When he gave over the cultivation of his heart by grace, 
and the regulation of his life by religion, be toon found the 
corruptions of his heart to ftir within, they broke out in his 
hife, till he fin nally grauh cd her in every requcit the miade, and 
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ran to greater lengths, than ever he did before he made a pro- 
fefion of religion: he found the truth of this proverb, The 
backflider foall be filled with his own ways. 

Some time after this he went to hear a fermon that was 
preached on a particular occafion,in which the minifter enter- 
ed into all the feelings of the heart, and all his fins were 
brought to h's remembrance. He there promifed the Lord 
ence more, that he would fet out to ferve him, let his oppofi- 
tion be what it would. But his difficulties appeared to be 
greater, he found he had much lefs ftrength to refift them 
than he had before. He found himfelf in his enemy’s hands, 
and that he was like aman who had been bound by his enemy 
when he was afleep, and afterwards awoke with furprife. He 
ftruggles, but he cannot get free, he groans under his bondage, 
and wifhes for liberty, butin vain. His wife redoubledher ef- 
forts, and gained her point a fecond time. 

He continued in this ftate for fome time, finning with but 
little remorfe of confcience. He loft his defires for all the 
means of grace, and entirely forfook the company of the peo- 
pie of God; he gave himfelf up to the cuftoms and maxims 
ef the world, without having regard even to morality. - 

‘After this he was laid upon a bed of affliction, and his life 
was defpaired of, by himfelfand his friends. In this afliGion, 
his fears were all alarmed, his fins appeared in dreacful co- 
lours before him, and he viewed them in fuch a light, that he 
thoucht he dare not look up to God for mercy. “ How can 
I, {faid he) expe& that God will pardon me, when I have 
ran countsr to his will, grieved his fpirit, finned away all that 
peace I once eoajoyed, and finally have gone farther fince my 
apoftacy, than i ever did before I pretended to religion? O 
that I had my time to liveover again, or O that I had never 
- -sn born? His diforder increafed, and his fears were wrought 
UP tse sergor, “Tf (faidhe) God would give me another tri-. 
a!, 1 would wagnd my ways; if God will not hear me, per- 
has he will hear the prayers of his people in my behalf; O 
fend for them that they may pray for me, for how can [ ftand 
before the avenger of fin, in this my lamentable condition ! 
Fis friends vifired him and God heard prayers in his behalf, 
and contrary to expectation, he recovered. But ashis ftrength 

of body increafed, bis coavittien fubfded, aud by the time he 
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was reftored to health, he was ready for, and aftually did return 
to ail his former vices. 

Several years after this, I fell in company with him when 
we entered into clofe converfation abeut the flate of his foul, 
lafked him what he thought would becume of him if he died 
in his prefent ftate? “© Why,” faid he, “as fure as God 
is in heaven I fhould be damned; “ Well, faid I, do you 
mean to die in this ftate ? do you neve r think of changing 
your courfe of life 2”? “ my friena”’ faid he. ‘] have node es 
to ferve God, I have no defire fer any thing that is good ; 
el! you the truth faid he, I as much béli jeve my allies is 
fealed, as { believe I am fitting converiing with you. i know 
faid he. the very time when the fpiriz “i (Sed took its fliyhr, 

and what you may be more (urprifed at thanal! I have yet {uid, is, 
Iam nottroubled about it, no, no more than if there was no 
God to punifh fin, nor a hell to punifR finners in. I was 
ftruck fpeechlefs, I cannot paint to the reader’s imagination, 
the feeling that I had at that time; but I could fay re 
more to hira, I could only obferve with what an air of indif- 
ference he fpoke it, and notwithftangin ng ¢ {poke with conhi- 
dence, and his words made fuch imprefions on my mind, yet 
his heart appeared as unfeelingas a ftune. Atter I parted 
wits him I fell into meditation on the awful fubjeét. Lord 
thought I, who have I been converfing with? An immortal 
birie clo athed with flefh and bload, that appears to be fealed 
over tu etercal damnation! A men that once had a day of 
grace, and tie offer of mercy but now all appears te belefi! the 
door ot heaven is fhutagainft him never to be opened'more, He 

oace had it ia his power to accept of falvation, and becaufe hu 
did not improve his time and talent, God judicially has taken 
them al! away, and given him over to hardnefs of heart, and 
blindnefs of mind; he is neither moved by mercy, nor terri- 
fi:d by judgment. May this be a leffon to me, thought J, 
improve te the glory of Gad, and the falvation of my cwn foul, 

About two years after he wanted upon a dying bed, and 
his confcience roared like thunder againft him, and every fenfe 
within him appedred to be awakened to torment him. His 
ficknefs was fhort, and his end awful. His chriftian friende 
cane te vific him, and wanted to adminifter to his comfort, 
but he was cemfortlefs, They told him perhaps he was mif- 
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taken, it was not as bad with him as he imagined. “ Ah !” faid 
he, ** would to God I was miftaken, hanpy wou'd it be for 
me, But,’’ continued he, “can I be miftaken about my ailic- 
tion? Is it imagination that confines me here? Are my pains 
imaginary? No, no, theyare a reality, and | am as certain of 
my damnation, as ] am of my affliction.” 

Some perfons offered to go to prayer with him, but he 
forbid it. He charged them not to attemptit; ‘ For,” faid 
he, that moment you attempt to lift up your hearts to God in 

thy behalf, I feel the flames of hell kindle in my breaft. You 
might as well pray for the devil as for me, vou wouid have 
as much fuccefs. Do yo think to force God ? Do you think 
to force the gates of heaven,.-that are barred by juftice a- 
gainft me? No,your prayers fhal] returnupon your own heads, 
I want none of them.” The d:ftrefs of his mind feemed to 
{wallow up that of his bocy, and he continued nearly in the 
fame fituation, till the day he made his exit. All that chrif 
tians or chriftian minifters could fay to him, made no impref- 
fion on his mind. He never afked any one to pity nor pray 
for him. | 

Juft before he departed, after he had been rolling for feme 
time, from fide to fide, with horror depicted in every feature 
ef his face, he called out to his wife, to hee him acup of cold 
water, “ For, faid he, in one hour I fhall be where I thail 
never get another drop.” She Sahaog him the water, he 
took aad drank it with grecdinefs, he reach d back the cup 
with his trembling hand, he flared her in the face, his eyes 
fiafhed terror all around him, he cried out, “ Becky, Becky, 
you are the caufe of my eterna! damnation.” He turned over, 
and with an awful groan left the world and launched into a 
boundlefs eternity. 

If the reader fhould afk after bis wife, what impreffiors it 
made on her mind; alll have to fay, is, 1 fear fhe dud as 


fhe lived. 
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A PORTRAIT OF A MAN OF PLEASURE. 


Shewing the dreadful end of thofe who live in the gaieties of life, 
ana fpurn at the religion of “fejus Uhri/l, 


AM about to reprefent to you the laft hours of a perfon 
of high birth, and high fpirit; of gre2t parts, and itreng 
paflions, every way accomplifhed, nor leaft in iniquity, His 
unkind treatment was the death of a mott amiable wife ; and 
his great extravagance, in effect, difinherited his only child, ; 
The death bed of a profligate, ic nextin horror to the abyss, 
to which it leads. It has the mofk of hellthat is vifible en 
earth, And he that has feen it, has more than faith to con- 
firmhim in hiscreed. [feeit now. For who can forget it? Ar 
there in it no Lames, and furies—You know not, then, what 
a {cared imagination can figure; what a guilty heart can feel, 
low difmal is it ! The two great enemies of fou! a nd bedy. 


ifs 


b] 
ficknefs, and fin, fink and confound his friends; filence and 


darken the (hocking fcene. Sicknefsexcludes the ied? of heav- 
en; and fin, its blefled Aspe. On! double darknefs ! more 
than Egyptian / Acutely to be fele! 

How unlike thefe Necuabicetha revels of which he was th 
foui? Did this poor, pallid, {carce-animated mais dictate in 
the cabinet of “ leafure ; pronouce the fafhion ; and teach the 
aieik to be gay ? Are the efe the tro; phies of his Papoian cone 


B41 
guetts? these the triumphs to be bought with heaven? fs 
this he who {mote all their hearts with envy at his pre-emi - 


pa 


lence in guile? See how he lies a fad, deferted ant-caft, on 
a narrew ifthmus between time and eternity ! for he is fearcs 
alive. Lafhed and overwhelmed on one fide, by the fenfe 
of fin; on the other, by the dread of punif A siaiice 4 F Bevone 
the each of humin help, ard tn defpair of divine! 

The ghoft of his murdered time (for now no more its left} 
al! tained with folly, and gafhed wir b vice, haunts hee dif- 
trated thoughts. Confcience which lore had flept, awakes 
like a giant refrethed with wine 5 lays wafte all his former 
thoug'ts, and defires ; and, like 2 long-cepofed, row vi@ori- 
ous prince, on his bleeding heart, impofes, infiiGs, its ewr 
Its late foft whifpers are thunder in his ear s; anc all mcans 
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of grace rejected, exploded, ridiculed, is the bolt that ftrikes 
him dead. Dead even to the thoughts of death. In ceeper 
diftrefs, defpair of life is forgot. He lies a wretched wreck 
of man en the fhore of eternity, and the next breath he draws, 
blows him off into ruin. 

The fad evening before the death of that noble youth, 
whofe laft hours fuggefted thefe thoughts, I was with him.— 
No one was there but his phyfician, and an intimate whom 
a and whom he had ruined. At my coming in be 

aid, | 

“¢ You and the phyfician are come too late.---I have neither 
life nor hope. You both aim at miracles. You would raife 
the dead.”’ se preerrs 9a | 

Heaven, I faid, was merciful. 

“© Or I could not have been thus guilty. What has it not 
done to blefs, and to fave me !---I have been too ftrong for 
omnipotence! I plucked down ruin.”’ 

I faid, the blefled Redeemer--- 

Hold! hold! you wound me! That is the rock on which 
I fplit---1 denied his name.” | 

Refufing to hear any thing frem me, or take any thing 
from the pbyfician, he lay filent, as far as fudden darts of 
pain would permit, ’till the clock ftruck. “hen with vehe- 
mence ; 

“Oh, Time! time! Iris fit thou fhouldeft thus ftrike 
thy murderer to the heart--. How art thou fled forever! A 
month---Oh, for a fingle week ! I afk not for years. Though 
an aze were too little for the much I have to co.” 

On my faying, we could not do too much: That Heaven 
was a blefied place-- 

“ So much the worfe. *Tis loft! ’Tis loft !---Heaven 1s 
to me the fevereft part of hell !” 

Soon after, I propofed prayer. 

«Pray vou that ean. I never prayed. I cannot pray. 
Nor need I. Is not heavenon my fide already ! It clofes 
with my confcience. Its fevereft ftrokes but fecond my own.” 

His friend being much touched, even totears, at this (who 
could forbear ; I could not) with a moft affectionate look, he 
faid : 

« Keep thofe tears for thyfelf. Ihave unéone thee. Dof 
weep for me? That’s cruel. hat can pain more? 
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Here his friend, too much affe&ted, would have left him. 
No, ftay, thou “ill mayeft hope ;--- Vherefore hear me.— 
How madly bave I talked ? How madly baft thou liftened, 
and believed? But look on my prefent ae as a full anfwer 
tothee, andto myfelf. This body is all weaknefs and pain 
but my foul as if ftung up by torment to greater ftrength and 
Spirit, is full powerful to reafon ; full mighty to fuffer. Ard 
that which thus triumphs within. the jaws cf mortality, is 
doubtilefs immertal_—And, as for a deity, nothing lefs than an 

Almighty could infli& what | feel.” 

I was about to congratuiare this paffive, involuntary con- 
feflor, on his aflerting the two prime articles ef his creed, cx- 
torted by the rack of nature ; when he thus, very pafhonately: 

“ No, no! let me {peak on, | have not ‘ ng to [peak. Ady 
much injured friend! my foul, as my bedy, Jies in ruins; in 
feattered fragments of broken thought: Remorfe for the 
pat, throws my thoughts en the future. Worle dread of 
the future, ftrikes it back on the paft, I turn, and turn, and 
findnoray. Didf thou feel half the mountain that is on me, 
thou wouldtt ftrugcle with the martyr for his ftake ; and blefs 
heaven for the flame ; that is not an everlafting flame; that is 
not unqitenchable fire.’? 

‘© Oh ! thou blaiphemed, yet moft indulgent, Lord God ! 

ell itlelf, isa refuge, if it hides me from thy frown.” 

Soon after, his underftandirg failed. His terrified imagi- 
nation uttered horrers net to be repeatec, or even forgot— 
And ere the fun (which | hope has faw few like him) arofe, 
the gay, young, noble, ingenious, acccemplifhcd, and moft 
wretched, Altamont® expired. 

“ Ye ftaunch purfuers of plea/ure, opening in full cry on its 
burning fcent ! who run yourtelves out of breath, healib, cred- 
it, eftate, and cften life, after that you cannot catch! Foe a 
moment flacken your fpeed, and cool the tervor of your chace. 
It is a friend that calls, and he is bis own, that hears. 

“ Contider, my cood friends | you ft:ll retain the name of 
Chriftians; and have heardof the {criptures. To fpezk their 
language, If Chriftians are racers, you have not yet ftarted : 
if warriors, your armour is not yet on: If labourers in the 


*Tt is believed, on good’ authsrity, that tis terfon was Lord 
Polingbrote, a fjameus Def, 
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vineyard, vou pluck down the vine, and get drank with the 
Brapes : lf watchers, your nap isnot yctover. There is no 
man, but in fome part of life, either Rune by felf-moved con- 
{cience, or alarmed by fome providential kent, as eut of a 
lone idle dream,itarts at once,into his fenfes. The lenger the 
dream, the greater his furprife and pain ; ard, if he neds to the 
laft, the pain and horror (as too well has been proved) is in- 


rar fible. 

© Have you never confulted the workings of es 
Have you never been furprifed with a fericus feeling of heart? 
When! ftand, though a ftranger,on the verge of another’s 
grave; when I fee the fhaken mouldgtske pcflefion ef hu- 
man pride; and hear the folemn fo und of duff te duff; what 
fwelling of foul, but inftantly fubfides ? What falutary 


thoughts, but, at once, it infpires. 








THE 
BEGGAR AND NO BEGGAR ; 
OR, 
EVERY MAN A KING 1F HE WILL. 
A PARABLE. 


Containing an Example af a Perfe? Adan in Christ. 
f VHERE was intimes paft a perfon ef a very ereat 


name both for learning and piety, and who was gene- 
ra... effeemed aguide of mucn underftanding inthe way to 
Jeru alem ; the reputation whereof made him to be confulted 
ty a mult tittde of travellers thither, coming from al} parts.— 
he had indeed been himfelf a traveller for many years, but he 
had loft his way abundance of times, and had been fre quently 
alfo ftripped and beaten by thieves and robbers fetiing upor 
him unawares. This neverthelefs did not di fcourage him, 
but quickly recovering himfelf he purfued his intention, hop- 
ing to attain at length the end of his journey, which would 
make amends for all that he had fuffered : and as many as 
came to him he encouraged to go along with him ; telling 
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them what preat things they might expect, and fhewing them 
withal a man of the city, with a defcription of the roads lead- 
ing to it. 

For he had made it his bufincf to pick up all the accounts 
that it was poiiible, concerning this place. And having as 
well in‘ormed himéelf soch from the relations of all forts of 
travellers thitherwards, and fiom ali the books and charts 
whiey he could me-t with, that had any relation thereta, as he 
was able todo; no wonder if he was almott ready to con- 
clude that there was little or nothing further to be done by 
him, for acquicing the knowledge which was needful, both 
for ninf-lt and others, te bring them {fe ' hither. 

However, this was not very long iatis‘actory to him : and 
it was much ore ealy for hm to fatisfy others who had a 
great valu: for him, than to give reft to hmfJf; as who 
clearly faw toat there was fomething yet wanting, without 
wi vaich ic would be impoffi die for his mind to be ever quiet.— 

The reiations af pilgrims and tr: ivellers were {y d:ifacreeingy 
be: the very b:/t accounts to be found in books and maps fo 
imoverfect ; as he now difcerned nine after all the pains he 
had taken, and al the fame he had sorter, to be ve ry much 
fiitiat a ‘ols. Fain would he be at Jerufalem: But he had 
not yet learned to covet bat one thing ; for his head was filled 
with many fchemes, from what he had read, or what had 
etherwile oceurred tohim, This madehim to anpear /ome- 
bsdy, and to have fsmetbin vg in him, deferving to be efteemed. 
And hence he could not be brought to fay in his heart, that 
he was nothing, and had nothing, and covetcd nothing but 
One. | 

fie has now grown grey with years, and the fame of his 
great wiflom and experience made hin to be flocked to by 
vait numbers of peoole of everv degree, looking upon him as 
an oracle; when his diffitisfaction with him (el! increafine tc, a 
thouzht arofe in him, that he would do well co retire wholly 
from the werid, if this could be eft. Ged, and to give himfelf 
uo to meditation and prayer ; vdhinstoewen might be the confe- 
quence hereof as to his worldly reputation. This he endea- 
ve sated | prefently to put in execution acc: ordingly 3 but the foe 
in ughich he was placed, and the charge which was laid wen 
him, woule not fuffer h: mtodifentanale himf If all at once, 
and co retire into the wilderacls ; tureugh which there were 
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feveral pilgrims travelling, as he teard to Jerufalem, under g 
fafe conduct. 

But he retired as much as was poffible for him ; and bit- 
terly lamented the ftate which he had taken upon him, and 
the character which he bore with fo great applaufe of men ; 
fearing that he might not only fall himfelf into the ditch, or a 
{fnare, but might lead alfo others unadvifedly into it, whom he 
had undertaken to guide, This was indeed his greateft ¢on- 
cern : and this made him cry night and day for fuccour ; and 
to feck with all earneftnefs and diligence for a better guide 
than himfelf, that he might be led in the way cf truth. 

In the meantime his reputation by this means began to de- 
ereafe: and fo his eharaéer finking from what it was, he was 
mightily humbled in his foul, and had alfo greater leifure and 
opportunity thereby, than ever he had betore, for obtaining 
the end which he had propofed, the wifion of peace, which is the 
paradife of the Soul in the contemplation and love of God, as 
in the face of Jesus. Ard to find the entrances of this para- 
dife his mind was now wholly bent ; fo that for the fake here- 
ef be forfouk all things, and made himfelf poor ¢nd naked both 
in his own fight, and in the fight of God. The eftcét of 
which was this which here foiloweth. — 

As it had been his prineipal ftudy for the greateft part of 
his life to find out where the paradife of fouls ts feated, and 
confequently how it might be recovered again by thofe who had 
lof it; and the Jand and city of peace might fecurely be ar- 
rived to: and as he now experienced aii his toil and learning 
hereim to be vain, aad rather to confound than to help him;— 
he was therefore content to be ftripped of all that he had, for 
the love of Jefus; and to be emptied of all that he had ever 
learned, that fo he might be filled with the knowledge of his 
erofs, as the only ftaff and fupport of him in the way which 
he was now entered into. 

As he was now under this ftate of the crofs, he importuned 
God with ftrong cries and fupplications, and continued the 
fpace of feven years and upwards in much anxiety, feeling and 
reaching after God as in the dark cleud of faith. And inthe 
eighth year fome light began to fpring up in his foul, by which 
he was fecretly encouraged to preis ftill on more earneftly, 
wot doubting but that he fhould at laft obtain his petition.— 
For conceiving, and lamenting, that hs wanted the right 
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knowledge of truth, notwithftanding all his 2cademical learn- 
ing, he {pent whole nights in ptayer, begging of God with 
tears, to let him both know him and knew himfelf: And that 
he would be pleafed for thisend to fhew him fome man or 
ether that might from him confer with, and inftrué him in 
the way of truth; and lead him by the moft compendious 
path to the city of Peace, where he longed mightility to be. 

And it came to pafs upon a certain time when he was in- 
famed with a moft vehement defire ef the truth, after he had 
watched and wreftled with God all the night in ftrong prayer, 
a foft voice caine unto him from Heaven, faying, “ Arife, ge 
* thou forth to the threfbold of the church, and there thou foalt 
“ find a man who frall teach thee the way ef truth,” 

So kearofe, and went forth accordingly tothechurch-pereh, 
it being now morning ; but was greatly furprifed to find there 
a certain * Beggar, lying ina condition which appeared te 
him mott defpicable and moft deplorable. This feemed at fir 
ta him no {mall difappointment 5 but it only feemed fo. For 
he was moved much to compaflion by the (feeming) mifera- 
ble ftate ef this beggar; whem he would willingly have re- 
lieved, thinking he bad never feen a greater object of pity in 
all his life; being ene that had not an hole where to lay his 
head, and could find therefore no better place than to lie with- 
wut at the church doors ; one who had a ftone to his pillow, 
and had not fomuch as fandals to his feet ; and who had 
not either itaff or fcrip to travel with, and all whofe apparel 
was fearce worth three half-pence ; ome whofe legs were co- 
vered with fores, from which iflued a filthy matter, and whofe 
looks were altozether marred (0 as to be very ghaftly to behold. 
Now the fcholar earneftly beholding the beggar, greeted him 
in this paanner: “© Geed morning te you.’ The beggar an- 
fwered him very eheerfully, J never bad abad one that I can 
remember. 

“ A’hat i” faith the fchelar, fcaree believing his own ears, 
* What is it you fay = Friend, 1 bade you good morrow :— 
This [ repeat to you again very heartily. And if this be aut 
faoncht yet eomprekenfible enough, becaufe a fair mernins 
miy have a foul afternoen, I therefore further add, God grant 


* Bolloguiza D. Feannis Tiaacvi, p. $34. 1615. 
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to vou a good day. God be thanked, faith the beggar, every 
day” 1s tome w 200d day: Su, Lf know net what an evil Gay 
meaneth. “ihe icholar was nota istcle iurprifug at fuch foits 
ef aniwers: but che beggar :nfitted, that he could never re- 
member that he had once had a bad day in all his life; and 
that the evening and the morning were to hum as ene day, which 

Crod had blefle. d fron the veginmng. 

Hore the tcholar cous ro correct bis manner of oe ebigikes 

faid, “* Peace be with thee, drether.”’ To which the beep: 
made ahiwera— dnd with thy /pirit alfa; for wi.’ me it is yi 
ready. 
After fame finail Ppaule the f{cholar proceeded :-—“ Then 
give me leave to wifh you good | fuck inihe name of oe Lord.” 
And why fo? iad the beggar, failing, for J never had any iil 
luck. 

This appeared very flrange to the fcholar, who could not 
comprehend how any mian in the world could be exempted 
from it; ang much lefs how de could be fo, as he viewed him 
from head to al And though he admired the fprightlinefs of 
the poor man’s wit (as he thought) and the peculiarity of his 
anfwers ; he could not but have ftill very great yearnings of 
piety for him, to fce fuch an oue lie thus expofed in rays,and 
without any of the outward couveniencies of lite. And there- 
fore the fcholar was not able to refrain at leaft his good withes 
for him notwiuhiaading all the remonftrances which the beg- 
garhad made: but, pitying the misfortunes of bedy and ef- 
tate, costinued to reprefenc that he could be glad to fee him 
in amore fortunate condition of life; as on the othss hand 
the beggar to deny, that he was at all wnfortunate. 

Hereupon the fcholar: ‘Thou not unfortunate! Why 
dof thou fpeak in this manner ? how is this? May I net 
wifh thee good | luck from a right ground; and better fuccets 
than hitherto theu haft had in ‘the world, fo it be in the name 
of the Lord ? Vo whom the beggar again: Wi me net, geod 
ir , more fortunate than 1 ain ; fer truly I cannot complain at 
allof fortune. I have heard indeed what the world commonly 
wivanedh by thele words fortunate and unfortunate ; : Kut l am 
net concerned for ene or the sther of them. -ortucate I] would 
not be in the common fenfe ; and I arene not what it is to 
be unfortunage ia any. Well, then faid he, tie Lord make 
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thee profyerous, But I, faid che other, was never unprefpe. 


At this laft word the fcholar Rood amazed, and viewed him 
azain and again chrouyheut, and confidered all the circum- 
ttanc es whereia he had appeared to him. Aad leaft he thould 
haply have mitaken hm in the fearing, or net have compre- 
hended his fenfe fully, he was will: ag to repeat again his 
prayer for him, th: ugh in words a little differing ; ; that fa 
his anfwer might be the more difinct, Be happy,” faid he, 
“ Be as happy as thou casft wifla for: Sure thou hafi noth- 
ing to object againit this ; happinefs being that which all muft 
defire. Let me therefore wifh thee happy. ” With me, Sir, 
heppy ! cried the beggar ; Why, I never was unhappy. 

The fcholar was more and more aftonifhed at the anfwers 
wf the beggar, who as te all that outwardly appeared of him, 
yas a mot unfortunate and unprofgcrous man, unhappy even 
to the laf Seat : But who ftill perlifted to maintain the 
contrary of whatappeared tathe eye. So that he was greatly 
puzz' led what to think of him; and had fome fufpicion that all 
this might be perhaps only for a trial of wit. be mean 
faid he, ‘thefe words of yours ? again I with you happy, and 
the beit fortune in all your undertakings. Iaa word, may 
every thing happen to you as you defize: May you have all 
you wiih to have.’ i have no reaton, faith the beggar, for 
complaint. Becaufe all things happen as I will, though Duever 
fo much as fet my mind upon fortune. 

At which the fcholer, asif he were about to take his leave 
ef him, fad to him +. God keep you, honcit friend, fiace you 
care not fur fortune. But tell me ni OW, I pray you, are you 
the oaly haopy perfon among miferable mortals ? Jes then is 
out, who 2facmeth, * That man bern of a woman is of {hort 
time and full of méferies :’”” Aad now have you alone clezped 
all evildays ? Whom make you yourfelftobe? I do nog 
fuficiently underftand your meaning. Ged fave you. Now 
at laft fpcak to me move plainly. 

To whom the beggar: That 1 will do very willingly — 
You did wilh me at firft a good morning : And efter that you 
vifhed me aifo a geod day. And I anfwered you, that I never 
had tomy remembrance an ew il marning o% a bad acy. And 
it is fo even in truth, a3 1 faid. For ever y morning is to ma 


a good morning, being given me by oy father in heaven: and 
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every day is to me a good day, he having gracioufly vouchfafed 
his word to be the light thereof. Therefore I praife him 
every morning: and day unto day fheweth more and more of 
his goodnefs. Hence it is that J never have had one ynprof- 
perous day ; but all things have fucceeded for the beit, ever 
fince I firit entered into this courfe wherein you now fee me: 
notwithitanding any appearances to the contrary. 

For what the world doth generally call misfortunes are no 
more thanappearances: ‘“Vhefe therefore hurt me not at all; 
nor caule me an evil time: But 1 am made to continue under 
them, by the grace of God, always the fame. The lot which 
is afligned me of God, whatfoever it appear, I am certain 
mutt be good: and therefore thank God for it. If it appear 

_anevil, fam fure it will be good for me, yea very geod, unlefs 
it be my own fault; And therefore for all that fallethupon me, 
I fay, Blejjed be the name of the Lard. In every feafou, in e- 
very weather, in every change of the times, thus I have ftill 
a blefled morning, and a good time: Whether I be full or 
empty, L praife God. When I am pinched with hunger, I 
praife him ; or if with cold, [ praife him alfo. If it hail, if ie 
fnow, if it thunder, if the heaven be fair or foul , I praife 
God. Ina word, if I be ever fo wretched in the eye of the 
world 3; and defpifed and reproached of men, aS the very off- 
feouring of the earth, I likewife praife God: And therefore 
there hath never happened any fad morning unto me, nor 
hath any evil day overtaken me ; but I have ever had a good 
time of it, and peace in God. ie 

Wherefore when you wifhed me peace, I anfwered that it 

‘was with me already: and I heartily wifh that it may be with 
you likewife, as it is with me ; whence I faid, 4nd with thy 
fpirit. This inward peace of mind under all events, 1s that 
which hath fupported me fo very wonderfully ; for it hath a 
certain tranfmuting power, by which the bitter is made {weet 
and which can change even curfes into bleffings,as experience 
hath taught me. Wherefore profefling this gift of God, | 
fear not either the terror by night, nor the arrow by day, 
knewing no evil can bappen unto me, nor ary plague come 
nigh mé;to annoy me, who by faith abide under the fhadow 
ef the Almighty. 

You did likewife with that I might be fortanate :—And I 
anfwered you, that I never had been unfortunate. Yea you 
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qvifaed me inthe name ef the Lord good luck : andI told 
yeu, that J never had any dad, neither feared any. Becaule [ 
know to live with God, and to reft Wider his defence: and 
am certain that whatfoever he doth cannot but be we// done 3; 
yea that it cannot but be the deff that can be, all things con- 
fidered. And hence whatfoever he beftoweth upon me, or 
permitteth to happen unto me, whether it be agreeable unto 
me or not, whether it be fweet or bitter, I gladly receive it at 
his hands ; I am fatisfied that nothing could be better for 
me :.and therefore I am never unfortunate. | Jul 

Wherefore when you wifhed me pro/perity, lanfwered,that 
I was never unpro/perous. Gecaufe all that God doeth, er 
difpofeth, doth profper with me: and 1 am fully therein 
fatisfied. For I know that my Jot is caft by him: and I 
commit myfelf to his good providence, not doubting of the 
fuecefs. Thefe monfters, fortune and misfortune, hurt ne 
body but him that is willing, or at leaft fearful, to be hurt 5 
therefore Iam not at all concerned for them. Nor do [I 
ever once call upon fortune, that 1 may profper : I pray not 
to her; but I pray to my heavenly father, by whom the e- 
vents of all things are ordered. And he having the ordering 
of them I have all the reafon in the world to be contented,yea 
to rejoice : fince Iknow that he careth for me. _ 

You defired moreover, thas God would be pleafed to make 
me happy : Whereunto | did anfwer in like manner, that I 
never had been unhappy. For I have purpofed and determin- 
ed to adhere only to the will of God, or rather toinhere in it: 
into which I have fo wholly transfufed mine own will, as 
whatfoever God willeth, that I wi/l alfo. And for this caufe, 
as I faid, L have never been unhappy; feeing that, as | men- 
tioned,my determination hath been to cleave perfeétly to the 
divine will alone, and I have refigned up entirely my owd 
proper will to God, that he may difpofe of me in every thing 
as to him feemeth good. 

When the beggar had {poker thefe things, this learned 
man was filled with exceeding great wonder ; and fericufly 
refleé&ted upon the heavenly voice which had directed him 
hither. However he could hardly yet believe the words which 
he had heard: and therefore, he addrefied the beggar again,and 
fpake to him as followeth: “* Strange, indeed! But if your 
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will be fo wholly refigned up to God, and transfufed into dis 
will, that you can be content to be difpcfed of by him in 
every thing without referve ; pray what would you do, 
fhould it feem gocd to him, for the manifeftation of his omni- 
potent majefty, to caft you dewn into the abyfs of hell '— 
What would you then do ? Could you be content, think 
you, with his will and pleafure ? Speak out plainly ?” 

He caft me into the abyfs of hell! Saidthe beggar, witha 
cheerful fmile, his countenance here beginning to fhine like 
an angel. But let even this be fuppofed ; feeing that we 
may fuppefe as well what cannot, as what can be. Why cer- 
tainly, if he fhould; I have two arms, whereby I would em- 
brace,him ftill, and not let him go. The one is true humili- 
ty ; and that I lay under him; and by it I am united to his 
moft facred humanity. The other is divine charity 3 which 
is the right arm : and that I caft about him ; and by it I am 
united to his divinity. And by this arm I would hold him 
fo faft, and fo clafp about him, as he would be forced te 
dejcend into bell with me. And I cannot but think, it is much 
more to be wiihed to be in hell with Grd, than to be in hea- 
ven without God. Heaven without him would be an hell to 
me: and hell with him an heaven. For wherever he is, 
thete muft heaven be alfo. | 

By all this the Dodtor was convinced, that the moft com- 
pendious way to God doth confift in true and perfeG refigna- 
tion of the will with profound humility. And he praifed God, 
that he had found one to fhew him this fhort way ; and de- 
termined to walk therein ever afterwards. 

Aad hereupon he enquired earneflly of the beggar, whence 
he came ; as defirous of being more nearly acquainted with 
himy from whom he had Jesrnt fo much already: and the 
begear anfwered him, that he came from God. And when 
he afked him, where he found God? After a little paufe, | 
there, faid he, where I left all creatures. Then he proceeded 
to queftion him, where he had left God ? The poor man an- 
fwered, In clean hearts, and men of good will. 

Then the doétor, as one ravifhed with his anfwers, cried 
out, Good God what art thou ? Upon which he faid, that he 
was akine. Art thou thena king? faid the do&or. To 
whom he again: Marvel not ; Lamverily a king. Now 
upon faying that he was a king, anc-his perfifting thus in it, 
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the other’s inquiiitivenefs was the greater; and.he preiied 
him to let him know, where his kingdom was. Whereto he 
anfwered : My kingdom is in the foul. And further he eddec: 
I reizn, by the grace of God, over my outward and inward 
fenies : and can fo govern them, as all the affections and 
powers of my foul are in perfect fubjeGion to. me. Now 
this kingdom is certainly preferable to all the kingdoms of 
the world. : 
The do&or here readily confented, that it was. indeed far 
better than ail the kingdoms, fceptres, crowns and glories 
fthis world : But, fad he, what brought. thee to fuch a 

perfection ? What made thee a king ? He amfwered: It was 
my filence, contemplation and union with God. I could reft 
In nothing which was Jefs than God. And now I have found 
my God: znd in him I have everiafting peace and reit; 
having reached the crown. 

Flere then my ancher I do ref, 

That Gad does ali things for the beft. 




















LIGHT or GOD’s COUNTENANCE. 
( Continued from page 311.] 
That is implied in walking in the Light of God's Countenance ? 


N anfwer to this enquiry, it was remarked in the former 

number, that they who walk in the light of God’s cour- 
tenance, embrace the gofpel plan of falvation, and build their 
hopes upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone. And, fecondly, 
2s a natural fruit of this temper of mind, and a precicus be- 
nefat of a juftified fate, they enjoy {weet peace, calmnefs and 
ferenity of mind. We now proceed in the enumeration and 
fay, 

2. It implies a weanednefs from the world, and a fupreme 
delight aad joy in God. J join thefe together, beca fe they are 
in their nature infeparabic, and are both j implicd in the fame 
exercife, The light of God’s glory fhining into the heart— 
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attrating the affetions—transforming the fou!, and impart= 
ing the divine pleafure of communien with God, cafts a fhade 
over the whole material world, and creates an holy indifferen- 
cy towards all the fading, perithing enjoyments of time and 
fenfe. This is the very fpirit and genius of Chriftianity in 
the foul—the fruit of that bleffed religion Chrift hath taught 
us ; who fays, “ He that loveth father er mether more than 
me is not worthy of me; arid he that loveth fon or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. If any man come unte 
me, and hate not his father and mother, and wife and ehildren, 
and brethren and fifters, yea and his own life alfo, Se cannot 
be my difciple ; and whofoever doth not bear his crofs and 
contre after me, cannot be my difciple.”” Here we are given 
to fee that, that temper of mind which effentially eharaGerizes 
a true child of God and difciple of Tefus, is a fupreme love 
to, and delight in the Saviour, and the defpifing of every other 
object of enjoyment, when fet in comparifon or competition 
with him. This is the general inftructian of fcripture, and 
the genuine difpofition of the godly. “ The friendfhip of the 
world is enmity againft God. Love net the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the father is not in him.”—(1 John ii. ¥5.) The 
Apoftle Paul, in regard to his own views and feelings, ex- 
prefles himfeif in very bold and ftriking terms. “ Yea doubt- 
lefs, and I count all things but lofs for the excelleney of the 
knowledze of Chrift Jefus, my Lord, for whom I have fuf- 
fered the lofs of all things, and do count them but dung that I 
may win Chrift.”—And the Pfalmift: “ There be many that 
fay, who will fhew us any good? Lord lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon us: thou haft put gladnefs in my 
heart, more than in the time that their corn amd wine in- 
creafed.”’—“ Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none upon earth I defire befide thee.” 

4. To walk in the light ef God’s countenance implies an 
holy nearnefs to God——f{weet accefs to him, and a fenfe of his 
gracious prefence. This is a fpirituai nearnefs. Ged is ef- 
fentially prefent with all his creatures, and they are ever in 
his immediate view; but he is prefent in a different manner 
with his children, and they have a very different fenfe of his 

refence from what any other men have or can have. It is the 
joyful fenfation of a dutiful, affectionate chile, in the prefence 
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ef his father, whom he loves and fears—enjoying his parental 
carefles, the {miles of his countenance, and the tokens of his 
fatherly favour and affe&tion. Such are the feelings and en- 
joyments of the child of God, but ineffably more fweet and 
endearing. The pious foul enjoys an holy intimacy with his 
beavealy father, and with a childlike freedom and confidence, 
utters ail his complaints and his wants, his forrows and his 
joys, bis hopes and his fears and defires, into his gracious and 
aitentive ear,ever open to hiscries. He pours out his whois 
fou! into his bofom, and rolls all his burdens on the Lord.— 
And God manifefts himfelf uato his peopie otherwife than he 
doth tothe world. He comforts them with his prefence, and 
manifettations of his {pecial love and favour. He feeds them 
with hidden manna. He is near to them in all they cal! upor 
him fer, He hears their cries, he anfwers their prayers, and 
is a very prefent helper in all times of trouble. Such bieffed 
nearnefs to, and communion with God, do holy fouls enjoy. 
The light of his countenance gives them this nearnefs, and 
eaufzs them to fee him who is invifible, and to rejoice in his 
prefence. Therefore the Pfalmift prays, with fuch fervency, 
““Caft me not away from thy prefence,”’ and in plealing ex- 
peRtation of this blefled enjoyment, exclaims “ In thy prefence 
there is fulnefs of joy.” 

5. To walk in the light of God’s countenance, implies a 
faithful and confcientious difcharge of al} the outward cuties 
of chriftianity. it has been obferved that this light has a 
transforming effect, and affimilates the foul to God. The 
natural tendency of it, therefere, will be to caufe the foul to 
exemplify the divine image in outward lite, by acts of cheerful, 
holy obedience,thro’ all the varicus paths of duty to Gud and 
his fellow men. “ Ye are my difciples,” faith Chrilt, “ if ye 
do whatfoever things I command you.” Grace is net a 
lifelefs, inoperative principle inthe heart, but it is vigorous 
and powerfully a&tive. Is will difcover itfelf by its proper 
genuine exercifes and fruits. This istheend and defizn of 
the Saints’ fpiritual creation. They are “ created in Chrift 
Jefus unto good works.” And this is the end of their eternal 
election, as appears by what immediately follows, “ which 
God hath before ordained that we fhould walk in them.” 1! 
is the nature, and thefe the proper exercifes of the n«» 
ture. When the law of God is written upon the herr 
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precept is infcribed,and the foul wil] have refpect to all God's 
precepts ; they wil! be exemplified, copied and drawn out in 
Gaily life—fo that all beholding their chriftian cenveif-tioa 
may have an e2fy opportunity of rezding the laws of Chiif, 
every day ; and will difc. wer in them aconfcientious regaid 
to Ged’s authority and a filial fear of offending him. This 
is the way in which they are directed to adorn their profeffion 
and reprove and reform the unbelieving world. ‘¢ Let your 
light fo fhine among men that they may fee yo our good works, 
and glorify your father who is in heaven.” Itis true, they 
are very imperfect, and may often fall into fin and difhonour 
their chriftian character and profefion; but this is not walk- 
ing in the light of God’s countenance, but departing from 
God and walking for aiecafon by the light of their own fire. 
it is becaufe, as is fometimes the cafe with them, they are 
walking in darknefs without light. But the habitual tenor 
of their lives favours of obedience, of foiritual mindednefs and 
devotednefs to God. And the carneft defire of their hearts, 
the fubjeét of their daily prayer to God, is, “ Oh, that my 
ways were directed to keep thy (tatutes—puide me by 
thy counfel—teach me thy way, O Lord , and lead me in a 
plain path, becaufe of mine enemies.” 

6. To walk in the light of God’s countenance implies,the 
abfolute dependence of the faints upon the cunitant fpecial 
and f{upernatural influences of God’s fpirit, for the preferva- 
tion of foiritual life in their fouls, and the holy exercites cf 
grace.—-He that gave them fpiritual life, muft alfo preferve 
it, and quicken their graces. The fame power which created 
them in Chrift Jefus unto good works, muft alfo work in 
them both to will and to do, of his sown good pleafure.. This 
is the inftruction and uniform lanzuage ‘of God’s word, To 
wa wk in the light of God’s countenance, is to walk by ihe 

direction, quickening and ftrength which that light impart: 
to hae. And they walk no longer than they have th at 
light. When the light of God’s countenance is withdrawn, 
and his face is hidden from them, thetr ftrengih immediately 
fails, they fall into darknefs and loofe their way. Thou 
didft hide thy face and L was troubled.’’ It is God who con- 
quers, and drives out their {piritual enemies for them. This 
he Plalmift ackn owledges in the type of Ged’s diiving out 
tie Canaanitife nations, and bringing the children of Ifeel 
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into the promifed land—(Ps. xliv. 3.) “ For they got not 
the land in poffeffion by their own (word, neither did their 
own arm fave them—but thy right hand and thine arm, and 
the light of thy countenance, becaufe thou hadft a favor usto 
them.” This is very pointed and exprefs. “ The light of 
thy countenance,” fignifies the exercife of that power Dy 
which God broughe the children of Ifracl on their way to 
Canaan; and “ thy right hand and thine arm,” import the 
fiznal and miraculous difplays of divine power in their behalf. 
Thefe the Pialmift acknowledges.and cciebrates tn a devout 
fong of praife. but all thefe things point with fpecial and 
ultimate reference to the fpiritual journeyings and deliver- 
ances of chriftians. They have no iirength of their own, It 
is not by their own fword—neither does their own aim fave 
them; but jtisihe power of omnipotence—-the right hand of 
God’s righteoufnefs, and the light of his countenance, beeaufe 
he has a favor untothem. Grace is not the effect of nature, 
but it countera&ts every eftabliihed principle of nature. its 
entirely fupernatural. 

7. They who waik in the light of God’s countenance tha’ 
grow in grace, make advances in the divine life and progress 
in fan@tification. * Bleffed is the people who know the joy- 


, 


fal found, they fhall wa/s, O Lord, in the light of thy coun- 
tenance.”’ Pfalm Ixxxix. 15.) Walking is oppofed to ref, 
and fignifies motion from one object or place towards ano- 
ther ; and every ftep the man takes brings him néarer to the 
place or point towards which he is advaneing. If then, to 
walk in the light of Gad’s countenance, implies, as we have 
feen, the moral likenefs of God in the heart, er the being and 
exercifes of grace {upported by divine power, and perf<& 
conformity to God. be the object and tendency of his defires 
then it will follow that every fep the ehriftian takes, whi! 
walking in the light of Goc’s countenznce, is a ffep toward 
the goal of perfeétion—an advancement towards perfeét holi- 
nefs, and foreads the divine image wider and deeper in his 
heart. Attnis point he conftantly aims, to cleanfe himfelf 
from all filthine(s of the flcfh and {pirit, and perfec holinefs 
in the fearof God. This is the object of all his foiritual 
warfare, and bis unwearied ftruggies with the remaining cor- 
ruptions of his heart ; and nothing thort of this can bound, or 
completely fatisfy his defires. The Pfalmift exults in the 
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profpc&t of this. “ As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteoufnefs, I fhall be fatisfied when I awake with thy like- 
nefs.”” Perfe& likenefs to God is the perfect happinefs of the 
foul. Towards this, the chriftian is aiming and advancing ; 
though this progrefs be unequal—at fome times rapid, and 
at others feeble and flow, and almoft motionlefs ; yet, he 
néver eontents himfelf with any prefent attainments. Be is 
commanded to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of his 
Lord and Saviour. And Paul faith, “ not that I have attain- 
¢d, or am already perfect, but this one thing I do, forgetting 
thofe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe 
things which are before, I prefs toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.” | 
Lafly, What completes the prefent comfort of the faints 
and gives aflurance of future glory, is this, that they fhall 
perfevere, and neyer fall from grace—that they fhall hold on 
their way through faith unto falvation. This depends wholly 
upon the eternal purpofe, and free promife of God, and could 
never becertainly known tous in the prefent ftate, had not 
God been pleafed to reveal it ra.us in the declarations, and 
promifes of his word ; for there is nothing in the nature of 
grace, that prevents its being loft. Itis nothing but God’s 
power which keeps it alive, and nothing but God’s promifes 
which fecures itin future. Otherwife the perfon who Is con- 
{cious that he now has grage—and that he now walks in the 
light of God’s eountengnee, and that he has already mace 
advances in the divine life and grown in grace, could have no. 
aflurance, or certainty, that he fhal] continue thus to do 
hereafter—he might lofe it all to-morrow and forever after_ 
walk in tota! darknefs, and never to behold the face of God 
in righteoufnefs. But here comes in an «bfolute, unlimited 
promife and binds the bleffing with ai the fincerity of infinite 
truth.—“ They fhall walk, Oh Lord, in the light of thy 
countenance.” This gives the Gnifhing ftroke to the prefent 
joy and comfort of the Chriftiag. This is the life and ftrength 
of all his hopes. This affords that ftrongz confolation of hope, 
which as an anchor to the foul, both jure and fteadfaft, en- 
tereth into that within the vail. 
Thus have we cenfidersd. in a variety of particulars, what 
things are implied in walking in the light of God’s counte-~ 
pance. And now te,bring them all to a point, thefe are the 
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effential properties of the chara€ter. They embrace the gof- 

pel plan offalvation, and build their hopes upon the of wwf 
fe. of Chrift alone. As a natural fruit of this temper of 
mind, and a precious benefit of a juftificd fate, they are 
weaned from the world, and all the eajoyments of time and 
place their fupreme happinefs and delight in the enjoyment of 
God. They enjoy an holy nearnefs to him, a fenfe of his 
gracious prefenee, and have {weet accefs to the divine mercy 
feat. They are faithful and confcientious in all the outward 
duties of Chriftianity. They are abfolutely dependent upon 
the con@ant and fpecial influenees ef God’s fpirit, for the pre- 
fervation of taeir fpiritual life and holy exereifes of grace.— 
They grow in grace—make advances ia the divine life and 
progrefs in fanétification ; aad, to crown all, they have affu- 
rance of perfevering in grace unto glory. 

Thefe compofe the charaéter and bleffednefs of thefe whe 
knew the joyful found, and walk in the light of God’s coun- 
tenance.. And is net this a very excellent character ? Is it 
not a moft happy ftate? Every thing excellentand defirable is 
contained in it. All we can rationally wife for, and more 
than our moft raifed imaginations can conceive, or our moft 
unbounded defires can grafp. And now let me afk the reader, 
in a ferious review of the fubje&, to apply each particular 
which has been fuggefted, to his own heart, with this eer 
tion, Mave I ever found the know ledge of this truth, and of 
this enjoyment by my own experience ? Here are various traits 
of the chriftian charaéter, and if you cannot find yourfelf de- 
{ctibed in any of them, yeu have reafon to draw the conclu- 
fion that you never poffefled it; that you know what not it is to 
wa'k in the light of God’s countenance, but are ignorant of 
the joyful found of mercy—at heart an enemy to God; walk- 
ing im darknefs without light, without hope and without God 
in the world. Remember the words of Chrift, “ If thine eye 
ve evil thy whole body fhall be full of darknels. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darknefs, how great is that dark- 

nefs.”” Can this be to you a ftate of reft and quietude ? You 
have ne true peace. You really enjoy nothing, while you en- 
Joy not God. And you are ignorant of true beauty while blind 
to the glory of the divine charaéter. What advantage do you 
expeét to reap from the ipftitutions of the gefpel, white you 
continue to reje& Chrifi—to defpife all the offers of his 
grace, and in the cleareft light that ever fhone, are blind te 
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thetruth Know ure edly, that your fpiritual blindnefs is 


your moftt agetavatdd cuilt—vour fciritual deathis your con- 


nt, which, if perfifted in, will finally fink 


demnation, ana thar, + 
you to the loweft hell, « This is the condemnation, that 


Jicht hath come inta the world, and men loved darknets ra- 
ther thin light becaufe their deeds are evil.”.—Qh repent of . 
your fins——believe on the Lerd Jefus Chrift, and walk in 
in the light of God’s countenance. “ Then fhall you know, 
if you follow on to know the Lord, that his going forth is. 
prepared as the morning, and he fhy2!! come to you as the 
rain, as the latter and the former rain unto the earth.” 


ASAPH. 


CHRIS. 





SIGNS OF A LIVING OR GROWING 
TIAN. 


The righteous foall flourifh like a pat tree; be foal! grow like 


a tedar in Lebanon. Pal. xcur. 12. 


IGN 1. When your chief delight is with the faints, efpe- 
eially them that excel in virtue. Pfal. xvi. 2. 

2. When the {mitings of the righteous are not a burden to 
you, a and you can hea: “of your faulis with affectienate atten- 
tion. Pfal. cxli. 5. 

. When Jefus ‘Chrif, in the midit of temptation, is more 
to you than all the world. Phil. ii. 8. 

4. When reproach tor Chrifé makes you not afhamed of 
Chrift. Mark, viii. 38. Heb. xi. 26. 

5. When wandering thoughts in ume of duty find lefs en- 


tertainment than feimerlys Pfal. cxxxix. 23, x Cor. xiii, 


YJ. 
6. When length of ftanding in the profeffion of Chriftiani- 


, works increate of hatred to ail fin. Pfal. cxix. 104—313, 
. When you carry about with you a conftant jealouly o- 
ver your own heart, that it turn not afide from God and 


oodnefs. Prov. xxviil. 14. 
8. When every known new mercy begets new thankful- 


nmefs, aud that with delight. ial. cxly. 2. 
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g. When kgown calamity in God’s houfe begets deep for- 
yee in yourheart. Neh. i. 4. 
» When Gad’s aif: Binz you for your fins makes you 
fy 03 a the better. Pi al. CHK: 75- 
rr. When the fame care and travail! you at fir laboured 
into get Chrift, is as much, if not more, laboured in to Keep 
Cont Heb. vi. I1, 12. 

2. When a feeling fenfe he peace and ed fication of 
the church of God hes. “fo near your eect, that you can preter 
it above your chief concerns. Pial.cxxxvit.6. Rom. xiv. 
19.2 Cor. xi. G. 

13. When, under deep diftrefs or languifhing, the word of 
ie 1 iS precious to you. Pfal. cxix. 92. 

. When any ere though in irielf mea n, as it comes 

from God, i is moft welcome. Job, i. 21. Hab. iti. 17, 18. 

15. When the peace of Chriit’s houfe begets chief joy in 
your heart. Pfal. exxii. 7, 8, 9 

16. When chief care to avoid all saci is as truly oceafioned 
throug sh fear of difhon: uring Ged, and incurring his pre! ent 
éifptea ; re, 4$ wratd fo comeé. Neh. V. 4. Gei a. XXX'X, 9: 
i}. When the leatt apprehenfion of Ged’s withdrawing 
makes you ‘eck him more earneftly in fuck ways wherein he 
will be found. Pfal. Ixiii. 1. 


. of 


id. When every com vany is burdenfome to vou, that its 
Not deligning your Fathers giory, but derozatinz therefrom. 


lal.cxx. §. 2 Pet.is. 7, 8. 

19. Wh: =n the fins of ot ther s come fo nezr your heart, that 
you walk fadly to fee fuch perfons tranfzrels God's command- 
Tichts. < c XIX. 1 30. 

23. When the light of your underfancine grows more 


2 reng, to your making ae ment of fi; iTitual thine -saccording 
to God’s word. Eph. 


( 
21. When bitter th: ngs ai is ‘eet to you, as they are 
by, and founded on the will of Gud. Matt. xxvi. 
3°, 39. Aéts. xxi. 14. 

22. When the path of the humble is fo delightfu’, that you’d 
father Be with them than in the tents of the ungodly. Adis 
sx. 19. Péal. Ixxxiv. 10. 

23. Whea your pity ts fuch to perifhing people, that you 
finot but weep at the thoughts of their ruin. Luke xix. 
Jer. ix. 1. Phil. iti. 18, 19. 
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24. When the yoke of felf denial, as impcofed by Chrift Je- 
fus, is not grievous, but pleafant to you. Mait. xi, 29, 30 
Mark x. 28. i 

25. When the force of the refurre&tion and judgment to 
some, lies foclofe at your heart, that it makes you anfwer 
every call of Chrift to do or fuffer cheerfully. 2 Cor. v. 9, 
30. Acts, xxiv. 15, 16. 

26. When increafe of time in Chrift’s acquaintance works 
increafe of delight in communion with Ckrift, Plal. xcii. 
12, 13, 14. 

27. When in the walk of faith you are more frequent, and 
Jefs depend upon walking by fenfe. 2 Cor,v.7. Gal. ii. 29, 

28. When the majefty of the great God, confidering how 
vifible you are in his fight, hath an awful prevalence upon 
your heart. Job, xxxi. 4. 

29. When you are at open war and conftant hoftility with 
bofom fin, as difpleafing to God, and forbidden by his law. 
Plal. xviti. 22. 

30. When you have a thirfting care to get the power of 
godlinefs in your heart, rather than the form of godlinefs in 
the head, er outward profeffion. 2 Cor. 1. 12. 

3s. When the worthip of God, agreeable to his word, is 
highly prized, and faithfully practifed, in the worft of times. 
Mal. iii. 14,15, 16. 

32. When the foul is more hungry for the word of Ged, 
than the body is for temporal feed. Job, xxiii. 12. Pia. 
€xix. 72, 162. 








AN ACCOUNT 


Of the Progrefs of ihe Gofpel, and the State of Religion, in the 
bounds of the Prefbytery of Erie. 


N order to have a true idea of the rapid progrefs of the 
* gofpel im this new country, the reader will pleafe to take 
notice, that the whole of the bounds of this Prefbytery, which 
includes the North Weft part of Pennfylvania, from the Obio 
tiver to lake Erie, ten years ago was an uninSabited wilder 
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© nefs. In the year 1795, peace being reftored with the Indian 
77 tribes, the country began to be fettled very rapidly. The 
a5 gofpel foon vifited them. Miffionaries were fent chiefly frora 

the Prefbyteries of Redftone and Ohio. Congregations were 
cs formed ; and in April 17G9, the Rev. Thomas E. Hughes ac- 


eepted of acall frem the united congregations of Mount- 
Pleafant and New Salem, on Little Beaver, and was ordained 


ne . 
* 


14 FB andinftalied among them in Auguftfollowing, and the Lord’s 
0, Supper was 2dminiftered on the next Sabbath. 
w & Thus the long uncultivated wildernefs, the late habitations 
dn ef cruelty, began to be fettled with a gofpel miniftry ; and the 
ordinances of Chrift’s appointment began to be adminiftered 
th fiatedly in thofe very places, where a little before the Heathea 
wy. had been worfhipping idols, or facrificing to Devils. ‘i 
In the year 1800, the Rev. William Wick fettled in the wr 
of Forks of Big Beaver, in the conzregations ef Hepewel! and gs 
in Young’s Town: In January 1801, the Rev. Samuel Tait ia 
fettled in the cengregations of Upper Salem and Cool Springs 
‘5 en Shenango ; and in the fummer ef the fame year, the Rev. 
es. Jofeph Stockton fettled in Meadville and Sugar Creek, and 
alfo the Rev. Rebert Lee in Rocky Spring and Amity. 
od, In this “year the above named minifters, by an aét of the 
fa}, Synod of Virginia, were erected into a feparate Prefbytery; 
known by the name ef the Prefbytery of Erie. In the fame : 
year [1801] the following minifters were added to their num- Ae: 
ber, viz. the Rev. James Saterfield, who fettied in the cen- . os : 
gregatiors of Moorefield and Nefhrannuk ; the Rev. William a ae 
W ylie, who fettled in the congregations of Fairfield, Upper rt, 
and Lower Sandy; the Rev. John Boyd, in Union and lal 
Slate Lick; and the Rev. Abraham Boyd en Bull Creek and i: 
the MB =—Middlefex. In 1802, the Rev. William Weods fettled in : 
the congregations of Planegrove and Centre. In 1803, the te i 
Rev. Robert Patterfon fettled at Upper and f.ower Gieen- | a ‘ 
che field, the Rev. Alexander Ceok fettled in the congregatioss fe 8 
“ee of New-Caftle and Slippery Rock, and the Rev. Rebert 433 
ch Jobnfton in the congregations of Bear Creek and Scrub uae 
ae Grafs. In 8804, the Rev. Nichelas Pittinger fettled in the ‘4 i 
ase congregations of Weft-Field and Poland. Thus we fee in tie 
the courfe ef five years a Prefbytery, confifting of fourteen Ho 
minifters, fettled in that country, where ten yezrs 220 we Be \ 
sould icarcely fee the face of a white man! Thefe brethreg A ee 
int Fi 
| Se 
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dwell together in great harmony. ‘Their views w! rith recard 
to the doctrines ef Chriffianity are the fame. Their preat 
object is to preach Chriit crucified. They s!moft all received 
their education at Canontburgh, a feminary that has been re- 
markably ufeful in furnifhing “the church with an evangelical 
miniftry. We fhould farther obferve, that this Prefbytery 
borders on that part of the ftate of Ohio, culled New-Con- 
necticut. In this place there are two miffionarics from the 
ftate of Connecticut, the Rev. Jofeph Badger an@ the Rev. 
‘Thomas Robbins. Between them and the members cf this 
Prefbytery there is much harmony and friendfhip; and Mr. 
Badger i is now a regular member of their body, which makes 
their number fifteen. | 

To hear of the rapid fpread of the gofpe!, and this exten- 
five addition to the Redeemer’s kingdom, muft be reviving 
to the friends of real religion—but ftill more fo, when we 
inform them, that God has been pleafed ina remarkable man- 
her to pour out his Spirit on that infant part of his vineyard, 
fo that many have been added to the church, of fuch, we truf, 
as fhall be faved, 

The firft awakening in that country was before the fettle- 

ment of any of the minifters, in the congregations where the 
Rev. Thomas E. Hughes is now fettled, which has been tak- 
en notice of in a former number, 

In the year #01, an awakening took place in the congrega- 
tions under the care of the Rev. Samuel Tait, which iffued 
in the converfion of a gocdly number ; alfo in the congrega- 
tions under the care of the Rev. William Wick, and fome o- 
thers. 

In the latterend of 1802,a more general revival took place; 
which (pread over almoft all the congregations in the bounds 
of this Prefbytery. | Uhis revival continues in fome degree 
till this time, though it has of late much abated. . Very hap- 
py effects, however, have been produced by it; a confiderable 

number, out of upwards of 20 congregations, have joined the 
church, who give comfortable evidences of their piety, both 
by the clearne(s of their exercifes, and their walk and conyverfa- 


tion. 
This reviva! has been attended with the fame bodily im- 


preffions as in other parts of the church at this day. 
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ANECDOTES. 


‘T is much to be regtetted that the works of the illuftri- 
ous Calvin are fo little read in the prefentday. Every per- 
fon who is acquainted with the writings of our moft eminent 
reformers, both in England and Scotland, fuch as Hooker, 
Cranmer, Knox, &Xc. knows that no man was held in high- 
er eftitnation By thofe diftinguifhed chara&ters than John 
Calvin, and no human compofitions were more read and ad- 
mired by them than his.—Nor was it only by perfons of the 
above defcription that Calvin’s writings were efteemed. The 
depth and in zenuity of his thouvzhts, the firength and 2ccura- 
cy of bis reafon: ing, and the purity and elegance of his dic- 
tion, have led many who had no relifh for the 20fpel to perufe 
his works. 

The celebrated infidel, Lord Bolingbroke, was aremarkable 
iaftance of this ; and the following anecdote, i in proof it, may 
be depended on. One day, a Clergyman of his Lordfhip* 3 
acqaintanee (Mr. C h, who died Vicar of Batterfea) 
happened to cali upon him, when he was reading in Calvin’s 
Inflitutes.—“ You have found me,” {aid his Lordfhip, read- 
ing John Calvin. He was indeed a man of great parts, pro- 
f and fi enfe, and vaft learning. He handles the doctrines of 
n avery maferly manner.” “ Doctrinesof grace!” 

the _ ergyman, “ the doétrines of grace have fet all 
mankind tozether by theears.” “Lam furpri ifed ro hear you 
fay fo,”’ an(wered Lord Bolingbroke, ‘ you who profefs to 
believe and to <a Chriftianity. Thefe do&trines ate eet- 
tainty the dorines of the Bible; and, if I betieved the Bible l 
wall Dclievethem. And let me fericufly tell vou that I think 
tee greateft miracle in the world is, the fubfiftence of CHris- 
tlanity and its continued prefervation as a religion, when the 


reachinc of it is committed tothe care cf fuch unchriftian 
ecntiemen as you.” 





a3 


_— 





A LITTLE child, when dying, was afked where it was 
geing——“ To heaven,”’ faid the child. ‘ Ard what makes 
you wifh to be there?” faid one. “Becavfe Chriff is there,” 
faid the child. “ Bur,” faid a friend, what if Chrift fhouid 
leave heaven?” Well,” faid the child, “© I will go witht 
him.”? Some time before its departure, it expréffed a with to 
Rave 2 golden crown when it died. “ And what will you do,” 
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faid one, “ with the golden crown?” «I will take the crown,” 
faid the child, “ and caft it at the feet of Chrift.”——— How 
pleafant to remark the effects of grace in little children, and 
to view them in their dying moments bearing an honourable 
teftimony to the precioufnefs of Chrift, and the excellence of 
keligion. Mat. xxi. 15. 


POETRY. 
PRAISE TO THE REDEEMER. 


ESUS. how bright thy beauties are; 
J Thy lovely perfon how divine ! 
Who with our Lord fhall we compare, 
What glorious form can equal thine ? 











With gentle fmiles fweet mercy {preads 
Her kindeft beams in his dear face ; 
His love our higheft thoughts exceeds, 
And claims our moft exalted praife. 


Let men and Angels both unite, 
To {peak the glories of our king, 
With fear, and love, and vaft delight 
His lofty praife with rapture fing. 


But what is men’s or Angel’s praifes 
To our great King’s immortal name 3 
The various glories he difplays, 

Shall better fpeak his power and fames 


Yet he approves our humble fongs, 
And bows his gracious ear to hear ; 


Almighty Lord, pa tien tongues, 


Shall found thy praife with holy fear. 
We'll tell the world thy wond’rous grace; 
How Jefus dwelt in mortal clay ; 

And died to fave our finful race, 

And wipe our vile reproach away. 





